
    CHRIST’S MISSION   
    was built in 1898 by the  
  Mission Organization of New  
  York State of the    
  Congregational Church. But 
the denomination never caught on in Decatur, 
and in 1901 St. Paul’s Lutheran Church bought 
the building and made it home for 67 years. 
In 1951, to increase the size of the sanctuary, 
the church turned the building. The mover 
assured the anxious pastor that if he so much 
as rang the bell during the move, the builder 
would pay the preacher $50. The bell didn’t 
ring. In 1968, Christ’s Mission bought the 
building.

 THE 400 BLOCK OF JACKSON STREET.  
 The south side of this block is the most 
intact set of late Victorian houses in the 
Albany Historic District. Many feature pebble 
and stucco gables.

    THE HAMILTON   
    HOUSE at 601 Jackson  
  Street was built in 1912 and is  
  a good example of the   
  Colonial Revival style, which 
was particularly prominent in New Albany.

    THE BIBB HOUSE at  
    629 Jackson Street, was  

  built in the Victorian style with  
  Queen Anne influences as   
  evidenced by the corner 
turret. Note the details of the side porch. In 
1895, William Bibb bought the house for 
$2,500 at an auction to pay back taxes. Bibb 
was a grandson of Alabama’s first governor. 
The house stayed in the Bibb family until 
1965.

 THE WILEY HOME, 
 built in 1910 at 646 
Jackson Street, is another 
example of Colonial Revival 
architecture. Note the giant 
order of the central portico, 
the boxed cornice, and wide 
frieze.

 THE CHENAULT 
 HOUSE, at 650 Jackson 
Street, was built in 1906 and is
 one of the finest examples in 
Albany of the late Victorian 
house with both Queen Anne 
and Colonial Revival influences. The home has 
a corner turret and large encircling verandas 
combined with classical festoons and 
garlands over the windows and square 
classical columns. Several leaded and stained 
glass windows and four ornately carved 
mantels are other features of this structure.

 THE BRAGG HOUSE,  
 built in 1920 at 651 
Jackson Street, is another 
example of Colonial Revival 
architecture early in this 
century. This particular example is Georgian 
Revival. It has no portico.

 THE BROWN HOUSE, 
 at 804 Jackson Street, 
was built about 1905 and 
exemplifies the shingle-style 
bungalow. It has widely overhanging gables 
forming a porch at the front, supported by 
heavy piers. The natural qualities of material 
are emphasized (in this case, shingles) with 
the pronounced horizontal appearance in 
contrast to the Victorian preference for the 
vertical. Shingles required little or no 
maintenance and were produced in local 
lumberyards.

 THE JERVIS-McWHORTER HOUSE, at  
 652 Sherman Street, built in 1893, is 
perhaps the most intact late Victorian   

  structure in the neighborhood.  
  Note the transitional phase  
  into the Colonial Revival style.  
  The Palladian double portico 
is incorporated into the typical Victorian 
encircling veranda. The Jervis brothers came 
from Wales and in the Christmas season and 
other holiday seasons, the families spoke 
Welsh.

    THE JERVIS-DAVIS   
    HOUSE, at 646 Sherman  
  Street, was built in 1890. Note  
  the style of the columns and  
  the projecting gables.

    THE HOFF HOUSE, at  
    636 Sherman Street was  
  built in 1883. It is a late   
  Victorian structure with   
  Colonial revival elements.   
  George Hoff came to Decatur 
from Philadelphia in 1870 and was later 
president of the Morgan County National Bank. 
The home was remodeled in 1902 and 1930, at 
which time some of the Colonial Revival 
elements may have been added. An unusual 
feature of the house is the extensive use of red 
gum wood, once native to Alabama, for 
interior woodwork and wainscoating. Mrs. 
Atlee Hoff developed the elaborate 
plantation-style gardens from plants on the 
Wheeler Plantation and Bankhead Forest.

    THE EYSTER HOUSE,  
    built in 1888 by the Allen  
  family, at 626 Sherman Street  
  was originally a frame   
  Victorian house. Purchased in 
1917 by the Eyster family, the house was 
remodeled and the brick facade added in the 
1930s in response to the great demand for the 
Colonial Revival style so much in vogue at the 
time.

 THE PAYNE HOUSE, built at 651   
 Sherman Street in 1890, illustrates 
characteristics of a late Victorian house. The 
clapboard first story contrasts with the 

decorative shingles of the 
second story and the pebbled 
stucco of the projecting gables.
The encircling veranda’s 
columns reveal the influence of 
the Colonial Revival style. E.C. Payne, a New Yorker, 
owned a lumber company and was the first mayor 
of Albany and served again as mayor when the 
town changed its name to New Decatur. He also 
owned the first electric car in Decatur.

 THE ORR HOUSE, built in 
 1905 at 507 Eighth Ave. SE,
is one of the two examples in 
Albany of the Dutch Colonial 
Revival style. The broad gambrel roof flaring at the 
ends and extending over projecting porches is this 
home’s most predominant Dutch Colonial feature. 
Note the use of clapboard on the first story and 
shingles on the dormers and second story.

 THE POER HOUSE, at 
 626 Gordon Drive, was 
built in 1910. It was heavily 
influenced by the Arts and 
Crafts movement and principles 
of Frank Lloyd Wright, especially the interior. The 
house includes a sleeping porch, considered at the 
time a necessity for healthful sleeping.

 THE MAWRY HOUSE, 620 
 Gordon Drive, was built in 1888 
and is a good example of a Victorian 
style home with a cozy porch. 

 THE DAVIDSON HOUSE,
 at 608 Gordon Drive, is a late 
Victorian cottage, which has 
remained in the same family since
1902. Many Albany residents were
delivered milk by young Lawson Davidson. Lawson’s 
cow could be seen grazing in the nine-hole golf 
course facing his home. The golf course is now part 
of Delano Park.  
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Decatur prides itself on having 
the largest concentration of 
Victorian era craftsman and 
bungalow homes in the state of 
Alabama, affectionately called 
"The Painted Ladies." Old 
Decatur and New Albany are the 
two historic districts of Decatur. 
These homes date back, in some 
instances, to the early 1800s, while others were 
constructed around the turn of the 20th century. (Slight 
differences are expressed in architectural styles, but both 
districts display a host of well-kept Victorian homes.)
     If you follow the maps in numerical order, each tour 
will take less than one hour to complete. The homes are 
private residences and can only be viewed from the 
outside. Select houses are open to the public during the 
annual Christmas Tour of Homes.

Old Decatur Historic District
THE NEIGHBORHOOD of Old Decatur dates from 
the town's settlement in 1820 when land taken by the 
federal government from the Cherokee Indians was sold 
at auction. Market and Bank Streets were primarily 
business streets while the oak-lined residential area was 
slowly developed for homes prior to the War Between 
the States.
     The town was frequently occupied during the war 
due to the significance of the Memphis & Charleston 
Railroad Bridge (1856) across the Tennessee River which 
stands today as an iron bridge. All but a handful of 
buildings were reduced to ashes by Union troops in 
1864 while the town was evacuated. Once again, the 
town prospered because of its location on river, rail and 
highway lines and began to grow again in the 1870s.

Union troops dig fortifications along the banks of the Tennessee River 
with the Old State Bank building appearing in the background.
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For Additional Information
Decatur/Morgan County Convention & Visitors Bureau
719 6th Ave. SE, P. O. Box 2349, Decatur, AL 35602

(256) 350-2028 / (800) 524-6181 / www.decaturcvb.org 
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